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Firedance by Sabor Latino 

The final evening of the 21st 
Conferencia Annual di Tu- 
rismo Aruba, CATA, which 
welcomes travel professionals 
from the Latin and Central 
Americas, drew to a close on 
Thursday evening by introduc¬ 
ing them to Pure Beach, the 
stunning in-house restaurant 
that opened this past year in 
the new Divi Phoenix Beach 
Suites. 

A suitable place to impress 
some very jaded travel specia¬ 
lists, the delegates were wel¬ 
comed by Alex Nieuwmeyer, 
General Manager of Divi 
Properties on Aruba and intro¬ 
duced to Divi Phoenix’s new 
GM, John Neophytoll and the 
rest of the Divi managerial and 
sales team. 

A lively local band, This 
and That, provided the perfect 
music for dancing and Sabor 
Latino Dance Group gave a 
memorable show, but the high¬ 
light of the evening was the 
honoring of individuals who 
are dedicated to Aruba and its 
tourism product. 

This year, the Aruba 
Tourism Association, ATA, and 
the Aruba Hotel and Tourism 
Association, AHATA, paid 
tribute to one of their own, 
Brazil ATA rep Ana Maria Os- 



Ana Maria Ostrower 


Alejandro Green 


Gustavo Del Campo 



trower, for the best media cam¬ 
paign for Aruba. Receiving the 
award for top producing Air¬ 
line was Venezolana of Vene¬ 
zuela; Alejandro Green of All 
Ways Tours accepted on their 
behalf. Gustavo Del Campo, 
Director of Tower Travel in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina was 
named the top producing tour 
agency, and received his star of 
his unstinting support of Aruba 
as the Caribbean premiere des¬ 
tination. 

The more than eighty dele¬ 
gates attending the annual 


travel conference had a suit¬ 
able ending to their stay, and 
the Divi Phoenix culinary team 
offered a stupendous beach 
barbecue buffet featuring gour¬ 
met lobster, shrimp and scallop 
skewers, rack of lamb and 
steak. 

Delegates report they were 
properly impressed with the el¬ 
egant surroundings of Pure 
Beach and the Divi Phoenix 
pool deck. They appreciated 
the opportunity to experience 
the new facility, as the singular 
most important part of their an¬ 



nual attendance at CATA is to ways island resorts continue to 
get acquainted with the myriad upgrade and improve. 
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Costa Riba 

j-Bar and Restaurant 

C □ M E AMD TRY OUR 

Special (peal dishes 

-Also: Tender Ribs, 

Seafood Platters, 

'Hamburgers, Sate, 

Sandwiches & Salads 

WE DFER A WIDE VARIETY 
□F COFFEES AND DESSERTS 

□ pen frdm: 1 1 A.M. - 
Closed on Wednesday 

On tl\e way to'-BABY -BEAGH San Nicolas 

.Call: 5S4-4DSS To Reserve your 


Heavy rains swamp camps 
holding Haiti's homeless 



A man looks from inside his tent at a homeless earthquake 
survivors camp during heavy rains in Port-au-Prince 



Dutch lash out at gay link in 
Srebrenica massacre 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti - 
One of the heaviest rainfalls 
since Haiti’s Jan. 12 earth¬ 
quake swamped homeless 
camps yesterday, sweeping 
screaming residents into eddies 
of water, overflowing latrines 
and panicking thousands. 

The overnight downpour 
sent water coursing down the 
slopes of a former golf course 
that now serves as a temporary 
home for about 45,000 people. 

There were no reports of 
deaths in the camp, a town-size 
maze of blue, orange and silver 
tarps located behind the coun¬ 
try club used by the U.S. Army 
82nd Airborne as a forward- 
operating base. 

But the deluge terrified 
families who just two months 
ago survived the collapse of 
their homes in the magnitude- 
7 earthquake and are now 
struggling to make do in tent- 
and-tarp camps that officials 
have repeatedly said must be 
relocated. 

Aid workers said people 
were swept screaming into ed¬ 
dies of water and flows ripped 
down tents an Israeli aid group 


is using to teach school. 

People used sticks and their 
bare hands to dig drainage 
ditches around their tarps and 
shanties. 

Standing water and mud 
also pervaded a tarp-and-tent 
city on the outskirts of Cite 
Soleil, several miles away. 
Residents waded through the 
shallow flood collecting their 
belongings. 

Officials know they must 
move many of the 1.3 million 
people displaced by the 
earthquake before the rainy 
season starts in earnest in 
April. U.N. Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral Ban Ki-moon told re¬ 
porters at the golf-course 
camp Sunday that the people 
living there were in particular 
danger. 

But after two months of 
searching and wrangling with 
landowners, the government 
has still not opened any of the 
five promised relocation sites 
that are better able to withstand 
rain and aftershocks on the 
capital's northeastern outskirts. 

Aid groups are also strug¬ 
gling to open their own camps. 


AMSTERDAM, The Nether¬ 
lands - Dutch Prime Minister 
Jan Peter Balkenende attacked 
yesterday claims by a retired 
U.S. general that Dutch forces 
were overrun in Srebrenica in 
1995 because of the presence 
of gay soldiers. 

At a U.S. congressional 
hearing on Thursday on allow¬ 
ing gay soldiers to serve openly 
in the military, former NATO 
Supreme Allied Commander 
John Sheehan said there was a 
causal link between having ho¬ 
mosexuals in the Dutch forces 
and the Srebrenica massacre 
during the Bosnian war. 

"The remarks were outra¬ 
geous, wrong and beneath con¬ 
tempt," Balkenende told a 
news conference. 

Bosnian Serb forces over¬ 
ran lightly-armed Dutch sol¬ 
diers in the United Nations- 
designated enclave in July 
1995 and subsequently massa¬ 
cred more than 7,000 Muslim 
men and boys, the worst mass 
killing in Europe since World 
War Two. 

In his remarks which also 
provoked angry reactions from 
unions and gay military 
groups, Sheehan blamed a 
post-Cold War effort by Euro¬ 
pean nations to "socialize" 
their armed forces by, among 
other things, allowing openly 
gay soldiers to serve. 

"That led to a force that was 

Venezuela: 

OK to seek 

ex-president’s 

extradition 

CARACAS, Venezuela - 
Venezuela's Supreme Court 
has cleared the way for the 
government to seek former 
President Carlos Andres 
Perez's extradition from the 
United States. 

Perez is wanted for trial on 
charges stemming from vio¬ 
lence during 1989 protests 
over gasoline and transporta¬ 
tion prices. 

Prosecutors allege Perez or¬ 
dered a harsh crackdown in 
which at least 300 people died. 
Rights activists say many were 
shot indiscriminately by secu¬ 
rity forces. 

The 87-year-old former 
leader has lived in the Miami 
area for more than a decade 
and is reportedly in poor 
health. He is also wanted in 
Venezuela on corruption char¬ 
ges. 

Thursday's ruling autho¬ 
rizes President Hugo Chavez's 
government to formally ask 
Washington to extradite Perez. 


ill-equipped to go to war. The 
case in point that I'm referring 
to is when the Dutch were re¬ 
quired to defend Srebrenica 
against the Serbs," Sheehan 
said."The battalion was under¬ 
strength, poorly led, and the 
Serbs came into town, hand¬ 
cuffed the soldiers to the tele¬ 
phone poles, marched the 
Muslims off, and executed 
them." 

Carl Levin, chairman of the 
U.S. Senate's Armed Services 
Committee, asked: "Did the 
Dutch leaders tell you it was 
because there were gay sol¬ 
diers there?" 

"Yes, they did. They in¬ 
cluded that as part of the prob¬ 
lem," Sheehan said, according 
to a webcast on the website of 
the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

"That there were gay sol¬ 
diers?" Levin then asked. 

"That the combination was 
the liberalization of the mili¬ 
tary, a net effect was basically 
social engineering." 

The Dutch Defense Mi¬ 
nistry called Sheehan's claims 
"absolute nonsense" and added 


ORANJESTAD, Aruba - Po¬ 
lice investigating the 2005 dis¬ 
appearance of teenager Natalee 
Holloway on Aruba say they 
will study a photograph of a 
skeleton found on the ocean 
floor. 

Deputy Chief Adolpho 
Richardson, the lead investiga¬ 
tor in the case, said the under¬ 
water photograph taken in 
October 2009 will be reviewed 
to determine if the skeleton is 
from Holloway, who was 18, 
The Birmingham (Ala.) News 


that gay Dutch soldiers rou¬ 
tinely cooperate with the U.S. 
military in the NATO mission 
in Afghanistan. 

Foreign Minister Maxime 
Verhagen called the claim "the 
bizarre private opinion of 
someone without an official 
function." 

Renee Jones-Bos, the 
Dutch ambassador to the Uni¬ 
ted States, said in a statement, 
"I couldn't disagree more" with 
Sheehan, adding there was no 
evidence of his claims in the 
extensive record of research on 
Srebrenica. 

Military unions were 
equally angry. Dutch news 
agency ANP quoted the head 
of the military union AFMP as 
saying Sheehan's comments 
were "out of the realm of fic¬ 
tion," while the head of the gay 
soldiers' group SHK called his 
comments "the ridiculous con¬ 
vulsion of a loner." 

The events in Srebrenica re¬ 
main a sensitive subject in the 
Netherlands, where a six-year 
investigation into the massacre 
led to the government's fall in 
2002. 


reported yesterday. 

The skeleton rests on the 
ocean floor off the coast of 
Aruba. 

Holloway, who was from 
Alabama, was last seen outside 
a nightclub in Oranjestad, 
Aruba, prior to a scheduled 
flight home on May 30, 2005. 

The photo was taken last 
year by John and Patti Mul- 
downey of Rapho Township, 
Pa., during their Aruban vaca¬ 
tion. 
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& /m Large selection of 

L^ies Fashion Wear from Israel 
Tablecloths, Runners, Doillies 

Israeli art work by EMANUEL 

Emmastraat 3 - Plaza Margarita at 
the beginning of the mainstreetTel: 5823839 


Opening hours: 10:00a.m. -6:00p.m. 


Cleanup of Aruba 
continues 



Recently, the collection of car 
wreckages campaign contin¬ 
ued. It was Balashi and 
Zeewijk turn this time. Old 
cars at the police station in 
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Balashi were collected and 
also in Zeewijk where there 
was a concentration of more 
than 80 cars, which gave the 
neighorhood an ugly view and 
attracts mosquitos and other 
plagues. 

The cleanup took place near 
the cemetery of San Nicolas. 
Hopefully now the neighbor¬ 
hood will remain clean. City 
Inspector Marlon Pietersz and 
the community polis will be 
controlling severely to avoid 
this. There will be fines for lit¬ 
tering and illegal dumping on 
the island. 

Let’s all together keep 
Aruba clean! 



Three companies interested in Valero Aruba 

Minister of Energy Mike de Meza 
travels to Brazil 


Recently, Aruba Prime Minster 
Mike Eman, Minister of En¬ 
ergy, ing. Mike de Meza to¬ 
gether with Valero General 
Manager Mr. Ray Buckley 
held a press conference to give 
an update on the final status of 
the refinery. Before the confer¬ 
ence the ministers had a short 
meeting with Mr. Buckley to 
officially inform him that the 
last details of Settlement 
Agreement are ready and that 
it is on its way to Parliament. 

Essential laws were used to 
reach this agreement. The 1% 
BBO (Turnaround tax) on ex¬ 
port products was abolished. 
The fiscal regime was changed 
and now the refinery must pay 
7% income tax with a mini¬ 
mum of US$ 10 million. For 
other refineries this is US$ 15 
million. The sum of Afl. 210 
million, which normally would 
take years to enter the govern¬ 
ment’s coffer, will be paid 
shortly and Valero will pay 
US$ 1.2 million a year for 
property tax. Positive points 
which make it possible for the 
refinery to be more attractive 
for buyers or strategic partners 
interested in a joint venture. 

Also discussed were the 
companies interested in Valero. 
On March 22 and 23, Minister 
de Meza together with Mr. 
Buckley will travel to Brazil to 
talk with PetroBras executives 
on a possible sale of Valero. 
Not only will they talk with the 
PetroBras executives, but also 
with two senators, Mr. Rouss- 




eff and the main counselor of 
President Lula. A group of 
Canada, “Pacific Rubiales” 
which has oil mines in 
Colombia, is also interested in 
Valero. This is a small com¬ 
pany, which makes it easier to 
negotiate with them, although 
there is doubt that the Junel 
deadline will be met. 

PD VS A of Venezuela is 
also interested. Minister Mike 
stated that he will go to Hol¬ 
land to talk to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, asking him 
for his support in the negotia¬ 
tion with PetroBras. 

During the press confer¬ 
ence Minister de Meza stated 
that the government is doing 
its utmost to keep the refinery 
open. There is constant contact 
with interested parties and 
every effort will be done to 
achieve a positive solution. 


The reopening of Valero is 
good for Aruba and certainly 
for San Nicolas. 

Mr. Buckley for his part ex¬ 
pressed to be very satisfied 
with the diligent way the gov¬ 
ernment is handling all matters 
concerning Valero. 


Renovation work on Santa Helenastraat 


ORANJESTAD - The Depart¬ 
ment of Public Works (DOW) 
announces to the general pub¬ 
lic, particularly motorists, that 
starting Monday, March 22, 
the department will start with 
renovation work on the Santa 
Helenastraat. 


The street will be closed off 
starting at the roundabout on 
the Caya Ernesto Petronia till 
the crossing with the Driemas- 
terstraat. There will be barri¬ 
cades and traffic signs indica¬ 
tions from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 
p.m. 


The renovation will last se¬ 
ven (7) days. All motorists, 
businesses and other users are 
requested to take notice of any 
the inconveniences this may 
cause, for which DOW apolo¬ 
gizes. 
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Maryloushka de Jongh is the first winner 
of the SETAR N.V.PIN2WIN campaign 



Recently, Maryloushka de 
Jongh received her iPod Touch 
from Maurice Kelly of the 
Marketing Department. All 
SETAR clients who have a 
Blackberry service can partic¬ 
ipate to win attractive prizes. 
They vary from AWG 250 
cash, Blackberry devices, three 
month Blackberry subscription 
free, iPod Touch, AWG 100 in 
free calls, and much more. 

To participate is easy and 
can be done in two ways: 

• Invite SETAR to be a 
contact in your Blackberry 
Messenger by scanning 
SETAR’s barcode on its t-shirt 
with their pin number 
21818A17. 

• Or just invite SETAR 
to be a contact in your messen¬ 
ger through their pin number 
21818A17 

The procedure to invite 


SETAR is easy: 

1. Invite SETAR to be a 
contact in your Blackberry 
Messenger by scanning the 
barcode 

• Blackberry Messen¬ 
ger 

• Click on the Black¬ 
berry icon next to the scroll 
button 

• Select: Invite contact 

• Select option: Scan a 
person’s barcode 

• Scan the barcode on 
the t-shirt 

How to get the barcode: T- 
shirts will be distributed to 
people walking around in all 
the neighborhoods to facilitate 
clients with the barcode so 
they can get SETAR’s Pin. 

2. Invite SETAR to be a 
contact in your Blackberry 


Messenger: 

• Blackberry Messen¬ 
ger 

• Click on Blackberry 
icon next to the scroll button 

• Select: Invite contact 

• Select option: Enter a 
person’s email adress, pin or 
name 

• SETAR’s pin is 
21818A17 

In case a person tries to 
scan the SETAR barcode but 
the Messenger does not give 
the option “scan a person’s 
barcode”, this is probably be¬ 
cause that person has an old 
version of Blackberry Messen¬ 
ger. The new version can be 
downloaded via Blackberry 
App World or use option 2 to 
add SETAR’s pin number. 

The campaign PIN2WIN 
will continue until April 30, 
2010. 


Advertise in 
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Zair Tromp celebrates 
his first birthday 



A much enjoyed birthday party was give to Zair Tromp in 
the Grand Caribbean Ballroom at the Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa. The kids enjoyed a variety of games and music, 
face painting, spun sugar, sweets and cupcakes, lovingly pre¬ 
pared by Zair’s family members for his friends and fans. The 
Radisson banquet and event team wishes Zair many more 
wonderful years to come. 










































Saturday, March 20, 2010 


THE MORNING NEWS 


5 



Your Home away from Home 

Extend your long vacation W/ us 

Studio, 1 Bedroom & 2 Bedrooms 
* Kitchen/Cable TV/A/C ’Fully furnished 
Daily, Weekly or Monthly ’Swimming pool 


Special Rate per month $1000,= 


Cunucu Abao 37, Noord, Aruba 

Next to Madame Janette Restaurant 
Tel: (297) 587-8618 Fax: (297) 587-0081 

info@arubabluevillage.com - www.arubabluevillage.co^ 



King Kong and Lady 
Kong on Aruba 



Cool Casino had a surprise pre¬ 
pared for visitors, with King 
Kong and Lady Kong making 
live appearances in the casino. 

At the end of January the 
much-awaited King Kong 
Cash bank of slot machines 
was installed at the casino. The 
machines by Atronics, nick¬ 
named the Eight Wonder of the 
World, are based on Universal 
Studio’s monstrous movie ad¬ 
venture involving a beautiful 
actress and huge Gorilla. 

Atronics developed King 
Kong Cash as the latest giant 
step in linked gaming and it 
features a 4-level progressive 
jackpot and interactive bonus 


rounds, guaranteed to be as 
thrilling as the movie. 

Casino Manager Marc 
Charley, reported that King 
Kong Cash has been enthusias¬ 
tically received by players, 
never showing an empty seat, 
on the contrary, he added, 
players are lining up to play it, 
and are having a great time at 
the casino. 

Pictured here Milagros 
Salazar, of Atronics interacts 
with players awarding prizes 
and surprises, as part of the 
special promotion that brought 
King Kong and his blonde 
damsel in distress girlfriend to 
Aruba. 



I L. Smit SlDorlas 

CARIBBEAN N.V. 

| Your supplier of... 

^ ✓ Top Quality Coffees £r Teas 

J ✓ World's Most Renowned 

~ Espresso Machines 

y ✓ Filter Coffee Machines 

o / Coffee Vending machines 

f / Professional Technical Service 

| ✓ All related products 

I for your Cup of Coffee 


De La Sallestraat 30, Oranjestad, Aruba - Tel: (297) 582-0880 


Peter and Geraldine Simonovitch 
honored at Divi Phoenix 



Peter & Geraldine, time-share 
owners at the Divi Phoenix, 
were honored with a certificate 
of distinction on behalf of the 
Aruba government this week. 
The ceremony was conducted 
by the representative of the 
Minister of Tourism Francis 
Jacobs who thanked the couple 
for making Aruba their home 
away for home. 

Francis also expressed sin¬ 
cere gratitude for the Si- 
mono vitch’s loyalty to the 
island and its people, having 
brought many friends here 
along with family members, to 
introduce them to the wonders 
of Aruba. 

Peter and Geraldine have 
visited the island since 1994 
when they stayed at the Con¬ 
corde. In their search for a per¬ 
fect vacation spot they also 
stayed at the then-Americana, 
at the Radisson and at the Hol¬ 
iday Inn, even the Aruba 
Grand which they loved, com¬ 
ing here a total of 31 times. In 
2001 they bought into Divi Re¬ 
sorts vacation ownership pro¬ 
gram, and concluded their 
search, as they have found par¬ 
adise, they declared. 

Also traveling with Peter 
and Geraldine are Donald and 


\ 



Nancy Nussey, both couples 
are from Spencer, Massachu¬ 
setts. Lillian Maduro repre¬ 
senting the Divi Phoenix 
management team, arranged 
for a friendly toast and deli¬ 


cious hors d’oeuvres to mark 
the festive occasion. General 
Manager John Neophytou and 
Rooms Division Manager 
Pedro Vargas dropped in to 
also congratulate the honorees. 
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Science/Tech 


Facebook Users targeted in massive 
spam run 


Facebook's 400 million users 
have been targeted by a spam 
run that could infect their 
computers with malicious 
software designed to steals 
passwords and other data, ac¬ 
cording to security re¬ 
searchers at McAfee. 

Over the last two days, 
millions of messages have 
been sent, which McAfee de¬ 
tected through customers 
running the company's secu¬ 
rity software, said Dave Mar¬ 
cus, McAfee's director of 
security research and com¬ 
munication. 

The messages appear to 
come from Facebook, with a 
return address that looks le¬ 
gitimate but has been 
spoofed, such as "help@face- 
book.com," Marcus said. 

The messages say that the 
user's Facebook password 
has been reset and the user 
should download an attach¬ 
ment that contains the new 
password. The English-lan¬ 
guage messages are gram¬ 
matically correct, but contain 
an odd sign-off: "Thanks, 
Your Facebook." McAfee has 
included a screenshot on its 
blog. 

The attachment is actually 


a Trojan horse program, 
which infects a computer 
without any visible signs. 
Marcus said the spam run 
contained a variety of mal¬ 
ware programs, including 
password stealers, rogue an¬ 
tivirus programs or botnet 
code. 

No Web site would auto¬ 
matically reset someone's 
password and send the new 
one in an e-mail, Marcus 
said. Facebook's high number 
of users makes it a prime tar¬ 
get for spammers and hack¬ 
ers. 

"There's a huge victim 
pool to go after," Marcus 
said. 

Although it's unknown 
how many people may have 
been inadvertently duped, 
"I'd assume a lot of people 
would fall for something like 
that," Marcus said. 

The spam is believed to 
have been sent from botnets 
called Cutwail and Rustock. 
Botnets are groups of com¬ 
puters that are controlled by 
hackers and often used for 
malicious activity such as 
sending spam or conducting 
denial-of-service attacks 
against Web sites. 


Hollywood and Bollywood join 
arms to fight piracy 


MUMBAI, India - Holly- 
wood and Bollywood linked 
arms Thursday to fight 
piracy, with the announce¬ 
ment of a coalition among the 
Motion Picture Association 
of America and seven Indian 
companies to tackle counter¬ 
feiting in one of the world's 
largest film markets. 

The alliance comes as 
Hollywood tries to tap global 
markets more aggressively 
and as Indian movie studios 
grow in size and stature — 
narrowing the gap between 
Indian and U.S. filmmakers, 
who have not always seen 
eye-to-eye on intellectual 
property issues. 

A year in the making, the 
coalition to fight film piracy 
in India will work with movie 


theaters to crack down on 
camcorder piracy — the 
source of 90 percent of all pi¬ 
rated DVDs — with police to 
tighten enforcement, with In¬ 
ternet service providers to 
fight Internet piracy and with 
politicians to create more ef¬ 
fective laws. 

MPAA, which has similar 
anti-piracy alliances in the 
U.S., Europe and Hong 
Kong, would not disclose the 
size of the coalition's budget 
but said funding would come 
from members. 

The Indian film industry 
has a rich history of copycat 
productions and traditionally 
has had less respect for the 
sanctity of intellectual prop¬ 
erty than Hollywood would 
like. 


Texan accused of disabling 100 cars 
over Internet 


DALLAS - A man fired from 
a Texas auto dealership used 
an Internet service to remotely 
disable ignitions and set off 
car horns of more than 100 ve¬ 
hicles sold at his old work¬ 
place, police said this week. 

Austin police arrested 
Omar Ramos-Lopez, 20, on 
Wednesday, charging him 
with felony breach of com¬ 
puter security. 


Ramos-Lopez used a for¬ 
mer colleague's password to 
deactivate starters and set off 
car horns, police said. Several 
car owners said they had to 
call tow trucks and were left 
stranded at work or home. 

"He caused these cus¬ 
tomers, now victims, to miss 
work," Austin police spokes¬ 
woman Veneza Aguinaga 
said. 


Cloak of invisibility takes a step forward 



WASHINGTON - From 
Grimm's fairy tales to Harry 
Potter, the cloak of invisibil¬ 
ity has played a major role in 
fiction. Now scientists have 
taken a small but important 
new step toward making it re¬ 
ality. 

Researchers at Germany's 
Karlsruhe Institute of Tech¬ 
nology report they were able 
to cloak a tiny bump in a 
layer of gold, preventing its 
detection at nearly visible in¬ 
frared frequencies. 

Their cloaking device also 
worked in three dimensions, 
while previously developed 
cloaks worked in two dimen¬ 
sions, lead researcher Tolga 
Ergin said. 

The cloak is a structure of 
crystals with air spaces in be¬ 
tween, sort of like a wood- 
pile, that bends light, hiding 
the bump in the gold later be¬ 
neath, the researchers re¬ 
ported in Thursday's online 
edition of the journal Sci¬ 
ence. 

In this case, the bump was 
tiny, a mere 0.00004 inch 
high and 0.0005 inch across, 



Tourists view the colossus of 
Pharaoh Akhenaten in the 
Egyptian Museum showing 
his elongated head and femi¬ 
nine hips that long con¬ 
founded Egyptologists, at the 
Egyptian museum in Cairo, 
Egypt. The identification of 
Akhenaten’s mummy 

through DNA tests could be 
a step toward filling out the 
picture of a time 3,300 years 
ago when Akhenaten em¬ 
barked on history’s first ex¬ 
periment with monotheism. 


so that a magnifying lens was 
needed to see it. 

"In principle, the cloak de¬ 
sign is completely scalable; 
there is no limit to it," Ergin 
said. But, he added, develop¬ 
ing a cloak to hide something 
takes a long time, "so cloaking 
larger items with that technol¬ 
ogy is not really feasible." 

"Other fabrication tech¬ 
niques, though, might lead to 
larger cloaks," he added in an 
interview via e-mail. 

The value of the finding, 
Ergin said, "is that we learn 
more about the concepts of 
transformation optics, and 
that we have made a first step 
in producing 3-D structures 
in that field." 

"Invisibility cloaks are a 
beautiful and fascinating 
benchmark for the field of 
transformation optics, and it 
is very seldom that one can 
foretell what practical appli¬ 
cations might arise out of a 
field of fundamental re¬ 
search," he added. 

In earlier research, a team 


TOKYO - The Japanese gov¬ 
ernment, sushi lovers and 
seafood traders at Tokyo's 
massive Tsukiji fish market on 
Friday cheered the defeat of a 
proposed ban on trade in en¬ 
dangered Atlantic bluefin tuna. 

The proposal for a ban on 
trade in hauls from Mediter¬ 
ranean and eastern Atlantic 
was crushed Thursday by a 
UN wildlife meeting in a 
move described by the Euro¬ 
pean Commission as threat¬ 
ening the survival of the 
ocean predator. 

"It was good," said Prime 
Minister Yukio Hatoyama. "It 
means the import of bluefin 
tuna will continue for the 


led by David Schurig at Duke 
University developed a way 
to cloak objects in two di¬ 
mensions from microwaves. 
Like light and radar waves, 
microwaves usually bounce 
off objects, making them vis¬ 
ible to instruments and creat¬ 
ing a shadow that can be 
detected. 

The new research led by 
Ergin used infrared waves, 
which are close to the spec¬ 
trum of visible light. 

In cloaking, special mate¬ 
rials deflect radar, light or 
other waves around an object, 
like water flowing around a 
smooth rock in a stream. It 
differs from stealth technol¬ 
ogy, which does not make an 
aircraft invisible but reduces 
the cross-section available to 
radar, making it hard to track. 

Ergin's research was sup¬ 
ported by the German Re¬ 
search Council, the state of 
B aden-Wuerttemb erg, the 
European Commission and 
the German Ministry for Ed¬ 
ucation and Research. 


time being and I think it's 
good that the price of bluefin 
tuna will not rise further." 

But he added that Japan 
"should be on alert as we still 
don't know what will happen" 
until the end next week of the 
meeting in Doha of the Con¬ 
vention on the International 
Trade in Endangered Species 
(CITES). 

A smiling Finance Minis¬ 
ter Naoto Kan said he often 
enjoys "negi-toro", minced 
fatty tuna mixed with leek 
usually served on rice. 

"It's good that I will be 
able to keep eating it," he 
said. 




Open 7 days - a - week 


The Bi 
Feed on th* 
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Authentic 

Aruban 
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Lunch 
and Dinner 
11:OOa.m. 
till 11:OOp.m. 

For Reservations 

Tel: 736-3262 
583-3262 


Weststraat i Lokaai 1 Next to Sr. Frogs 


v J 


Japan celebrates defeat of bluefin 
tuna trade ban 
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HEALTH 


you are what you eat: Eating your way to a healthy colon 



The human colon is an im¬ 
portant part of the human 
body, and at present, it ap¬ 
pears to be the focus of in¬ 
tense interest. It is of the 
utmost importance to know 
more about this previously 
neglected part of the diges¬ 
tive tract. Your health de¬ 
pends on it. 

Functions of the colon 

The large intestine, which 
consists of the caecum, colon 
and rectum, is approximately 
1,5 m long. It is responsible 
for the reabsorption of many 
nutrients and water, and en¬ 
sures normal defecation. The 
colon is the site where most 
of the absorption of water, 
salts and vitamins synthe¬ 
sised in this organ by thou¬ 
sands of microorganisms, 
takes place. 

Some food components, 
such as dietary fibre and 
oligosaccharides, which es¬ 
cape digestion in the upper 
parts of the digestive tract, 
are exposed to bacterial di¬ 
gestion in the colon. The 
colonic microflora, as these 
'good' microorganisms are 


called, not only digest other¬ 
wise indigestible food com¬ 
ponents, but also 
manufacture a variety of sig¬ 
nificant vitamins which can 
be utilised by the human 
body. 

Vitamin synthesis 

The microflora of the 
colon synthesise the follow¬ 
ing vitamins: 

Vitamin K - essential for 
blood clotting 

Vitamin B12 - prevents 
pernicious or megaloblastic 
anaemia 

Thiamin (Bl) and ri¬ 
boflavin (B2) - play an im¬ 
portant role in most 
metabolic processes (energy 
release), keep the nervous 
system functioning optimally 
and help to lower homocys¬ 
teine levels, which are impli¬ 
cated in heart disease 

After synthesis, these vita¬ 
mins are absorbed through 
the wall of the colon for use 
in the human body. 

Production of SCFAs 

The microflora of the 
colon also ferment otherwise 
indigestible food components 


Tip • Who's a Candidate for Gastric 
Bypass Surgery? 


People for whom the surgery may be recommended 

Gastric bypass surgery, sometimes recommended for 
obese people, involves re-routing the path that food takes, 
including shrinking the size of the stomach. But the proce¬ 
dure has a number of risks, including the possibility of post- 
surgical infection, blood clots or developing gallstones. 

The U.S. National Library of Medicine says the follow¬ 
ing people may be candidates for gastric bypass surgery: 

* People who are obese and are unable to lose enough 
weight by dieting and exercising. 

* People who are committed to a diet and exercise regi¬ 
men. 

* People who are not mentally ill. 

* People who do not have drug or alcohol dependency 
problems. 

* People who have a body mass index (BMI) of 40 or 
higher; generally at least 100 pounds overweight. 

* People who have a BMI of 35 or greater, in addition to 
a serious health problem that could get better with weight 
loss — for instance, heart disease or type 2 diabetes. 


to short-chain fatty acids 
(SCFAs). The SCFAs provide 
fuel for the colonocytes (cells 
of the colon) and help with 
the absorption of water and 
salts. 

Immunity 

The colon and its mi¬ 
croflora also help to boost 
immunity. Recent research 
has shown that a healthy pop¬ 
ulation of various microor¬ 
ganisms, such as 
Lactobacilli, and Bifidobac¬ 
teria, can contribute to gen¬ 
eral health and increase our 
resistance to various infec¬ 
tions (Candida, Salmonella, 
Escherichia coli). 

Cholesterol-lowering 

function 

Research has demon¬ 
strated that diets rich in solu¬ 
ble fibre (pectins from fruit, 
and hemicellulose from fruit, 
oats, legumes and psyllium) 
are capable of lowering 
raised blood cholesterol lev¬ 
els. 

Two theories have been 
suggested to explain this 
finding: either the soluble 
fibre in the colon binds bile 
acids, which are produced by 
the gall bladder, so that addi¬ 
tional cholesterol has to be 
used up to produce more bile 
acids, or the microflora in the 
colon ferment the soluble 
fibre to SCFAs, which inhibit 
cholesterol production in the 
body. 

What does a healthy 
colon require? 

A healthy colon requires 
the following nutrients: 

Plenty of soluble dietary 
fibre - fruit, oats, legumes 
(dry beans, peas, lentils and 
soya products) to bind bile 
acids and lower blood choles¬ 
terol levels 

Plenty of insoluble dietary 
fibre - wheat bran and other 
wholegrain products - to pro¬ 
mote regularity 

Oligosaccharides 
Jerusalem artichokes, aspara¬ 
gus, onions, garlic, and 
mushrooms, plus neutraceu- 
ticals (foods enriched with in- 
ulin and other 

oligosaccharides), which pro¬ 
mote the viability of colonic 
microflora 

Microflora supplements, 
which contain Lactobacilli or 
Bifidobacteria, to increase 
the number of ‘good’ bacteria 
in the colon 

Yoghurt and fermented 
milk products, which contain 
live Lactobacilli - also to pro¬ 
mote healthy microflora 

Water to help dietary fibre 
swell up and promote peri¬ 
stalsis to regulate bowel 


movements 

Factors that disturb the 
health of the colon 

Colon health is relatively 
easily disturbed by any of the 
following factors: 

Diets with a low fibre con¬ 
tent consisting of highly 
processed starches, protein 
and fat 

Antibiotics, which destroy 
the microflora 


Excessive stress 
Infections causing diar¬ 
rhoea 

Use of harsh chemical and 
herbal laxatives 

These factors, alone or in 
combination, can either de¬ 
stroy the microflora thus al¬ 
lowing harmful bacteria and 
yeasts (Candida) to take over 
and proliferate, or damage the 
normal peristalsis of the colon. 


Cloves: The natural food 
antioxidant 



ELCHE, Spain — Re¬ 
searchers in Spain say cloves 
scored the highest marks as a 
natural antioxidant that may 
help fight the effects of aging. 

Researchers at Miguel 
Hernandez University deter¬ 
mined cloves contain high 
levels of phenolic com¬ 
pounds and other properties 
key to fighting off the effects 
of aging. They said these 
properties make cloves a 
good candidate for inclusion 
in food — especially meat 
products — as a natural pre¬ 
servative. 

Cloves scored the highest 


marks when tested on five 
characteristics of good an¬ 
tioxidants. Other high scorers 
among the spices of the 
Mediterranean diet tested in¬ 
cluded essential oils from 
oregano, thyme, rosemary 
and sage. 

"These substances exhibit 
high antioxidant capacity, 
and could have beneficial ef¬ 
fects for health," study co-au¬ 
thor Juana Fernandez-Lopez 
said in a statement. 

The study, published in 
Flavour and Fragrance Jour¬ 
nal, focused on how Mediter¬ 
ranean diet spices might 
naturally prevent food from 
deteriorating. F ernandez- 
Lopez said the food industry 
currently uses synthetic an¬ 
tioxidants in its products but 
as these chemical compounds 
raise questions about poten¬ 
tial toxicity and side-effects, 
there is a growing interest in 
using plant-based products. 


Chemical in bananas might combat 
HIV infection 


A natural chemical in ba¬ 
nanas may help protect 
women against sexual trans¬ 
mission of HIV, U.S. re¬ 
searchers report. 

In laboratory tests, they 
found that a lectin called 
BanLec was as potent as two 
current HIV drugs. Lectins — 
sugar-binding proteins found 
in plants — can identify and 
attach to foreign invaders. By 
binding to the sugar-rich 
HIV-1 envelope protein 
gpl20, BanLec blocks HIV's 
entry into the body. 

The finding, suggests that 
BanLec could become a less 
expensive and highly effec¬ 
tive new component of vagi¬ 


nal microbicides, according 
to the University of Michi¬ 
gan Medical School re¬ 
searchers. 

"The problem with some 
HIV drugs is that the virus 
can mutate and become re¬ 
sistant, but that's much harder 
to do in the presence of 
lectins," study author 
Michael D. Swanson, a doc¬ 
toral student in the graduate 
program in immunology, said 
in a news release from the 
school. "Lectins can bind to 
the sugars found on different 
spots of the HIV-1 envelope, 
and presumably it will take 
multiple mutations for the 
virus to get around 


Kraft to cut salt in its foods 


PORTLAND, Oregon - Kraft 
Foods Inc. said Wednesday 
that it will cut the salt in its 
products that are sold in 
North America by an average 
of 10 percent over the next 
two years to appeal to health¬ 


conscious consumers. 

The changes at Kraft, the 
largest U.S. food maker, will 
affect more than 1,000 prod¬ 
ucts and eliminate more than 
10 million pounds of salt 
over the two-year period, the 
company said. 
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Timeshare owners enjoy a beachside 
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day at 
Playa Linda 





PALM BEACH - The curious 
combination of palm fronds 
and four-leaf clovers de¬ 
lighted fellow beachgoers 
whose attention was immedi¬ 
ately drawn to the gaily dec¬ 
orated, green garlanded 
beach hut at the Playa Linda 
Beach Resort. Long-time 


guests and timeshare owners 
Richard and Pat Stone, and 
Walter and Beverlee 
Adamski, once again remem¬ 
bered to bring their party 
spirit to Aruba with an annual 
celebration of St. Patrick’s 
Day on the beach. 

“We don’t just vacation in 
Aruba, we live here for the 
month we are here, and we 
enjoy our time with our Playa 
Linda neighbors,” explains 
Walter Adamski as he sits 
under the decorated beach hut 
surrounded by friends and 
multiple generations of both 
the Adamaski and Stone clan. 

Although none of the St. 
Patrick’s Day revelers, in ei¬ 
ther family, can claim Irish 
lineage, they each possess a 




lively personality and a defi¬ 
nite propensity for having 
fun. 

“Tomorrow I will sing 
‘Aruba Dushi Tera’,” says 
Richard Stone on his plans of 
singing Aruba’s national an¬ 
them on Flag and Anthem 
Day. “But today I am toasting 
the occasion of St. Pats with 
green Balashi beer.” 

Pat Stone, who is attrib¬ 
uted with starting the tradi¬ 
tion of St. Patrick’s Day 
merriment on the beach close 
to twenty years ago, looks 
forward to sharing trips to 
Aruba, as well as more St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations, 
with her kids and grandkids 
for many more years to come. 

“We have it penciled into 
our calendar each March,” 
she remarks with a wide 
smile. 




CENTER ARUBA 


Kite in Aruba, with Arubakitesurfing school. 

If 

New 2010 kites available and lessons, kitesurfaris. 


kiteboarding in aruba with style 


Cel: (297) 731-4398 L 

www.arubakitesurfingschool.com 


Located: Fisherman’s Hut . next to Marriott 


Chief Industries hosts a 
gala dinner under the stars 



Chief Industries, Inc., invited 
its hard working team to the 
island for a memorable stay 
at the Radisson Aruba Resort 
Casino & Spa. The group’s 
first night here featured a gala 
dinner poolside presenting a 
rich and varied buffet. 

The culinary team of the 
resort delivered smoked 
salmon, poached shrimp, 
chilled asparagus, marinated 
artichokes and grilled 
Mediterranean vegetables as 
appetizers and Roast Tender¬ 
loin, Rack of Australian 


Lamb and Tangerine Mari¬ 
nated Grilled Chicken for 
main course. 

Chief Industries, Inc., 
went from a small construc¬ 
tion company in 1954, to a 
highly diverse company with 
a global reputation for supe¬ 
rior manufacturing quality, 
unparalleled customer serv¬ 
ice, and exceptional value, in 
2010 thanks to it commit¬ 
ment to the customer, com¬ 
mitment to manufacturing 
excellence and commitment 
to strength and stability. 
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Alhambra Casino with tremendous 


Flag Day Bingo 



On Thursday, Aruba’s National 
Flag and Anthem day, Alham¬ 
bra Casino treated patrons to a 
commemorative day. The fun 
started at 1:00 p.m. with a US$ 
8, 50 or AWG 15 8 Game 

Bingo. Bingo players spend 
the afternoon enjoying their fa¬ 
vorite pastime, with so many 
ways to win, inclusive an addi¬ 
tional US $ 300 when covering 
all 4 corners within 8 calls. 


Patrons had the chance to 
win the Progressive Bingo of 
US$ 25,858 within 50 calls. 
Other prizes were the Progres¬ 
sive within 51 calls, US$ 400; 
the Progressive within 52 calls, 
US$ 300; and the Progressive 
within 53+ calls, US$ 200. 

The ambiance was very fes¬ 
tive with drinks and “drigidek” 
- a local cake - for everyone. 
Looking at the faces of the 


family Oduber, Nayibeth, Hen- 
nita, Viveca, Ethline, Xiomara 
and Marcia, one can deduct 
that the bingo was a complete 
success. Visitors Dawn, 
Suzann and Richard Cram 
agree that there is no place for 
fun like the Alhambra Casino. 
And Bingo caller Roy con¬ 
firmed that. 

Photos show the lively am¬ 
biance at the Alhambra Casino. 



Havenstraat 17, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Aruba Tel: 5884872 - Fax: 583-3091 
i nfo@la rrysfi nejewel ry.com 


Diamonds! emeralds! rubies Sapphires|tanzanites ! mkgoidjewelry 


Donkey Sanctuary Aruba 
needs volunteers 



The donkey sanctuary is looking for new volunteers. We will 
be losing five volunteers as they return to the States and the 
Netherlands. We need volunteers to work one day a week 
from 9 am. to 12:30 pm. on weekdays and from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. or 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on weekends. Volunteers feed, clean, 
educate, talk to guests and sell merchandise in our shop. You 
get to meet wonderful, loving animals that appreciate all the 
help you give them. Please call 593-2933 to sign up. 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


March 20 - March 26 

O'Stad: “Botica Eagle,” San Nic.: “Botica San Lucas” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

m 1 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Important 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

Telephone £3? \ 


Numbers >2$ \ 

INFORMATION 


Telephone 118 

\ 

HOSPITAL 

Twelve Step Meetings 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Tel.587-4300 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 


Free treatment of 

EMERGENCY 

Alcoholism 

Telephone 911 

and Drug Addiction 

POLICE HDQS 

Anonymity guaranteed 

Telephone 100 

Tel. 584-5440 



TAXI 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

C.V. TAS 

Telephone Helpline 

587-1998, 587-5900 

583-1190 

In Oranjestad: 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

582-5447 

CAS MARIE 

In San Nicolas 

Alzheimer’s Day 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

Care Center 

professional taxi services 

Tel: 5696910 

Tel. 588-0035 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 



E lSA del mar 

Weeks 11 &12 

•n 

Room 1414 
Corner room facing 
pool and ocean 
582-7000 ext 1414 

or E-mail ron1617@aol.com 
Phone 718-892-2343 
after 3/27 



Nice family or Vacation home 
Close to the airport and beach, 
3 bed, 2 bathrooms, Covered 
front and back porch, built-up 
area 144 m2 on 620m2 land 
$ 220,000 


Info. 

Tel: 731-142711-416 - 628-3699 


European Union mulls 
emergency bank wind-up 


fund 


BRUSSELS, Belgium - The 
European Union is considering 
making banks pay for an emer¬ 
gency wind-up fund in case 
one of them goes bust, in an ef¬ 
fort to prevent another spiral 
like the one that followed the 
Lehman Brothers collapse. 

Coping with banks on the 
verge of failure is central to the 
political agenda in Brussels 
and yesterday the bloc's finan¬ 
cial markets chief Michel 
Bamier unveiled his ambitious 
plan, one that could face oppo¬ 
sition from Britain. 

"The financial institutions 
are going to have to be called 
upon to contribute to such a 
fund," said Barnier, commen¬ 
ting on a facility that would be 
tapped for a bank in serious 
difficulty. "Why should our 
citizens be footing the bill?" 

Speaking at the same event, 
the head of the International 


Monetary Fund, a lender of 
last resort for governments, 
proposed a similar scheme to 
help flagging institutions. 

"What I think is needed is a 
European resolution authority, 
armed with the mandate and 
the tools to deal cost-effec¬ 
tively with failing cross-border 
banks," Dominique Strauss- 
Kahn said. 

European governments, 
which were forced to bail out 
flagging lenders, are now look¬ 
ing for a way of preventing a 
repeat. 

But who should pay to sal¬ 
vage a failing cross-border 
bank has provoked argument. 
The Commission will present 
a draft law in spring 2011 to 
harmonize tools national su¬ 
pervisors use to handle failing 
banks in a region where about 
35 cross-border firms make up 
70 percent of all deposits. 


Europe turns towards IMF fix 
for Greece 


BRUSSELS, Belgium - The 
euro fell sharply yesterday as 
the European Commission 
pressed EU member states to 
approve financial aid pledges 
for debt-laden Greece amid a 
shift toward IMF intervention 
in the crisis. 

Days from a European 
Union summit, Germany offi¬ 
cially declared its openness to 
an IMF appeal, an unprece¬ 
dented move by a eurozone 
country, while the Netherlands 
and Finland also diverged from 


a pact reached just days ago. 

Greek Prime Minister 
George Papandreou used a 
two-day visit of his own to 
push heavily for national lea¬ 
ders to help his country borrow 
more cheaply when they 
gather in Brussels next Thurs¬ 
day and Friday. 

Greece has made it clear 
that it could not meet its bor¬ 
rowing requirements at current 
rates while at the same time 
adhering to strict EU demands 
to slash its huge public deficit. 
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How to make your offer so appealing 
that customers beg you to sell - no 
matter what the price! 

by Ken Varga 



Hi, I am Ken Varga. I want to 
share with you some of the 
ideas, strategies, and principles 
that allowed me to build 35 
businesses during my career. 

By earnestly applying the 
ideas, you will learn how you 
too can build your business to 
success, while living an unhur¬ 
ried life, filled with family, 
friends, fun and a relaxed atti- 
tud. 

When we ended the last Tip 
about guaranteeing purchases 
through risk reversal, I prom¬ 
ised to write about the right 
way of guaranteeing a pur¬ 
chase and reversing the risk for 
the customer. 

There are many ways to do 
this. 

The key is that, if you know 
that your product or service 
will provide the customer with 
an absolute minimum level of 
results, you should have no 
problem or fear to state that 
performance guarantee to the 
customer. 

The more specific, the more 
measurable, and the more tan¬ 
gible you can make the cus¬ 
tomer’s expectation of a very 
specific outcome, the more ap¬ 
pealing your proposition will 
always be to them. 

Let me give you a couple of 
examples: 

Remember when Dominos 


Pizza first started? If you did¬ 
n’t get a pizza delivered to 
your door in 30 minutes, it was 
free. 

You knew that if you didn’t 
get a hot pizza to your door in 
30 minutes, you knew they 
were the losers, not you. 

Do you remember when 
Federal Express first started? 
If they didn’t get the package 
delivered to your door by 
10:30 am, it was their problem, 
not yours. They paid, you did 
not. 

Now that’s risk reversal. 

Did you ever subscribe to a 
magazine or newsletter, and 
the reason you subscribed was 
that they gave you a 60 or 90- 
day, no-questions-asked, 100% 
money-back guarantee? 

They reversed the risk in 
the hopes that you would try 
and like the magazine, or 
newsletter, so much that you 
wouldn’t cancel your subscrip¬ 
tion. 

The biggest single reason 
people don’t buy products 
from companies, or profes¬ 
sional services, is that they 
don’t want to make a mistake. 
They don’t want to look dumb 
or mess up. 

If you can eliminate all to¬ 
gether, the possibility, (not the 
probability, but the possibility) 
that anyone will ever screw up, 
that anyone will ever look bad 
for making their decision to 
buy, people can’t help but take 
advantage of your product in 
much bigger purchases. 

How often have we gone 
out to buy a car, wondering if 
the dealer is going to take ad¬ 
vantage of our ignorance, and 
wondering if we paid too much 
for the car? 

What if the dealer offered 
their vehicles with a no-ques- 
tions-asked, one-month, 100% 
money-back guarantee on any 
new or used car that anyone 
bought from them? 


That would be powerful, 
wouldn’t it? 

If you were ever going to 
buy a car, why in the world 
would you buy a car from a 
dealer when you might make a 
mistake and regret it a week 
later, when you could buy a car 
from another dealer with the 
above guarantee, and get 100% 
of your money back, no ques¬ 
tions asked? 

So think about this over this 
next week. 

Think of the many ways 
you can reverse the risk for the 
customer and guarantee their 
purchases. 

Risk reversal has made 
many a company highly suc¬ 
cessful. 

I always recommend it 
when I consult with compa¬ 
nies, because it’s the easiest 
way to steal customers from 
your competition. 

They’ll come running to 
you in droves, once the word 
gets out about your guarantee 
and risk reversal offer. 

We’ll that’s it for this Tip. 

In the next Tip I’m going to 
write about a powerful way 
you can increase your cus¬ 
tomers’ perceived value of 
your product. 

See you then. 

FREE Ebook: 

"10 Marketing Mistakes 
That Steal Your Cash" at: 
www.kenvarga.com 

To your success, 

Ken Varga 

Ph: 888-682-2596; Fax: 888- 
682-2597 

Email: ken@kenvarga.com 
Website: www.kenvarga. 

com 

...helping businesses in¬ 
crease customer acquisition 
by up to 32.7% in as little as 3 
to 6 months, and increase cus¬ 
tomer retention by up to 90%. 


Shell makes deep oil strike in Gulf of Mexico 


AMSTERDAM, The Nether¬ 
lands - Royal Dutch Shell re¬ 
vealed a discovery yesterday in 
the deep waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico that encountered 
roughly 530 feet of net oil play. 

Shell said yesterday it un¬ 
covered a "significant" oil dis¬ 
covery in the eastern deep 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 

The discovery in the Appo¬ 
mattox prospect was found in 
7,217 feet of water in Missis¬ 
sippi Canyon blocks 391 and 
392. 


Shell drilled a 25,000-foot 
discovery well in block 392 
that encountered roughly 530 
feet of oil pay. A 25,950-foot 
appraisal sidetrack encoun¬ 
tered roughly 380 feet of oil 
pay. 

David Lawrence, executive 
vice president for exploration 
at Shell, said his company was 
pleased to add the latest dis¬ 
coveries to its growing portfo¬ 
lio in the Gulf of Mexico. 

"Shell has the technology, 
the expertise and a skilled, mo¬ 


tivated workforce to expand oil 
and natural gas production in 
the United States and world¬ 
wide," he added. 

The deep waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico are considered one 
of the most promising resource 
basins in the world. Interna¬ 
tional explorers say offshore 
exploration could ease U.S. de¬ 
pendence on foreign oil. 

Shell said it plans additional 
appraisal wells in the region 
later this year. 
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Acqua Condominiums Aruba reports 
accelerated construction pace 
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Acqua Condominiums Aruba 
reports that the first wing of the 
East Tower has reached the 
highest point of construction. 
Developers have just poured the 
14th floor concrete beams, and 
are gearing up for the launch of 
the second wing construction. 

Mid-year, Acqua Condo¬ 
miniums Aruba will be pour¬ 
ing the foundation for the 
South Tower, and begin work 
on community amenities such 
as the lagoon-style pool and 
tropical garden, the club house, 
business center, spa, restaurant 
and grand lobby, followed by 
the debut of the North Tower 
and the completion of the en¬ 
tire ambitious project by 2012. 

Built on 30.278 m2 of prop¬ 
erty land this exciting condo¬ 
minium project continues to 
attract buyers and investors, 
lured by the upscale elegance 
of the complex Mansions, 
Penthouses, Suites, Studios 
and Residences. 

General Manager Jenner 
Florez and Managing Director 


Oscar Helmeyer report that the 
development company is plan¬ 
ning on doubling its workmen 
capacity within the next few 
weeks. Construction specia¬ 
lists recently laid off by the oil 
refinery will find new employ¬ 
ment at Acqua Condominiums 
as plumbers, electricians and 
carpenters join the force in 
order to work on building the 
interiors. 

“Work on the site has been 
in full swing since January 
11th, when construction work¬ 
ers returned from their well-de¬ 
served Christmas vacation,” 
explains Helmeyer. “And we 
are at the moment in negotia¬ 
tions with the department of 
labor to extend the number of 


work hours to 18 a day, main¬ 
taining two full-shifts of labor¬ 
ers, and resulting in accelerated 
construction pace.” 

Acqua Condominiums 
Aruba began construction one 
year ago, and has been met 
with great enthusiasm from the 
get go. A stylish and contem¬ 
porary sales center on Palm 
Beach, on the construction site, 
includes a number of model 
apartments with Kohler bath¬ 
rooms and faucets, European 
style kitchens with granite 
tops, brand-name appliances, 
porcelain tiles, floor to ceiling 
UV-filtered hurricane proof 
windows and doors, all taste¬ 
fully furnished and finished, 
and available for viewing. 


Cable networks eye Sarah 
Palin reality show 


LOS ANGELES, California - 
Sarah Palin is closer to landing 
a deal for a reality show. 

Sources say A&E Networks 
and Discovery Communica¬ 
tions want to acquire Palin’s 
project, which focuses on the 
ex-governor giving a guided 
tour of her native Alaska — vi¬ 
siting fishing boats and taking 
a trip to a gold mine, to cite a 
couple of examples. Mark Bur¬ 
nett is executive producer of 
the project, whose working 
title is ’’Sarah Palin's Alaska." 

A&E Networks hasn't offi¬ 
cially put in a bid for the show, 
but sources indicate that the 
company is interested in the 
project for several of its brands 
— A&E, History or Lifetime. 

Discovery Communica¬ 
tions is likewise vying for the 
project for one or more of its 
outlets, such as TLC. Some 
sources say the flagship Dis¬ 
covery Channel is no longer in 
play, while others say other¬ 
wise. 

The former vice presiden¬ 
tial candidate is asking for be¬ 
tween $1 million and $1.5 
million per episode, a hefty 



Sarah Palin 


amount for a first-year cable 
series. 

Palin initially pitched the 
show to broadcast networks. 
Given the show's laid-back na¬ 
ture theme and lack of high- 
stakes drama that tends to 
typify broadcast reality hits, in¬ 
dustry executives see cable as 
a better fit. 

A&E is the home of bold 
reality fare like "Intervention" 
and "Dog the Bounty Hunter," 
while Discovery has compati¬ 
ble outdoors series, such as 
Alaska-set "Deadliest Catch." 

"It will sell," predicts one 
insider. "One way or another." 



Open Monday - Friday 9 a,m, -12,30 p,m. 

& Saturday - Sunday 10:00 a.m, - 3:00 p.m. 
Information: 593-2933 -584-1063-569-8232 
www* a r u ba n don key, org 
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Flamboyant Congolese bring dandy 
chic to Paris 



French-Congolese fashion designer Jocelyn Armel, nick¬ 
named "Le Bachelor" poses at his shop in Paris. 



PARIS, France - Scarred by 
poverty and conflict over na¬ 
tural resources, Congo Repub¬ 
lic is showing a brighter side 
with its most recent export: 
fashionistas bringing Con¬ 


golese dandy chic to Paris. 

Known in their home 
country as "sapeurs" — a 
play on the French word for 
"well dressed" — Congolese 
luxury fans have perfected 
the art of matching candy- 
colored suits, crocodile 
shoes and rakishly cocked 
hats in an homage to male 
vanity. 

And while the fashion 
trend started with Congolese 
migrants returning from 
France and displaying their 
wealth through luxury cloth¬ 
ing, a new generation is 
proudly parading the color¬ 
ful style of Brazzaville 
through the streets of Paris. 

"Congo exports oil and 
timber, but now we have an¬ 
other raw material," said de¬ 
signer and self-confessed 
dandy Jocelyn Armel in his 
boutique in northern Paris, 
pointing to the pink and pur¬ 
ple suits and matching ties 
around him. 

"We came here, and we 
brought our history with us," 
said Armel, who designs all 
the clothes for his label, "Con¬ 
nivences", and produces them 
in Italy. Nicknamed "Le Bach¬ 
elor," he was wearing tartan- 
patterned trousers, with a natty 


handkerchief peeking out of 
his suit pocket. 

When Armel set up his 
label five years ago next to an 
African hairdresser and a su¬ 
permarket crammed with yams 
and bags of dried pulses, the 
dandies were not convinced. 
They preferred French brands 
such as Dior and Louis Vuit- 
ton. 

Now, European fashion 
fans are discovering the style. 
French magazine L'Express 
has just published a fashion 
shoot about the "sapeurs," fea¬ 
turing handsome black men in 
sharp suits and loud colors. 
There are photo exhibitions on 
the trend at Paris's Dapper Mu¬ 
seum and Amsterdam's Prince 
Claus Gallery. 

"There are some women 
who are part of the movement, 
but it's mostly men," said Se- 
bastien N'Djembo, a customer 
at Connivences in a carefully 
coordinated brown-and-cara- 
mel outfit. 

N'Djembo organizes parties 
and dinners in Paris for mem¬ 
bers of the fashion movement, 
playfully named "La Sape" — 
"The Society of Social Facili¬ 
tators and Elegant Persons". 

"In Brazzaville, dressing up 
is an institution. We hold fash¬ 
ion shows and vote for the 
chicest person of the evening," 
he said. 

With the broader recogni¬ 
tion comes a greater sartorial 
pride. Armel said his break¬ 
through happened when he 
dressed the body of a deceased 
Congolese pop star in baby 
pink for the funeral. It was 
then that even his snooty fel¬ 
low "sapeurs" began to accept 
his creations. 

"We display colors to show 
people that elegance doesn't 
just belong to Paris, London, 
Milan," he said. 

"In Paris, we're a mixed so¬ 
ciety now, and us newcomers 
want to show that it's not all 
about navy blue and black... 
there are other colors that we 
love to wear, and this is how to 
wear them." 


Study: Cat-calling men give all men a bad name 


NEW YORK CITY - Men 
who harass women with cat 
calls and sexual comments are 
actually harming their whole 
gender, a study has found. 

The research, by Stephenie 
Chaudoir and Diane Quinn of 
the University of Connecticut 
in the United States, looked 
into the feelings and reactions 
of women who saw and heard 
men making derogatory re¬ 
marks to other women. 

The researchers asked 114 
undergraduate female students 
to watch a video and imagine 


themselves as bystanders to a 
situation where a man made ei¬ 
ther a sexist remark at another 
woman or simply greeted her. 

The students were then 
asked to rate their levels of 
anxiety and depression as well 
as their anger and fear toward 
men and their desire to move 
against or away from men. 

The study showed that in 
addition to feeling upset, 
women were more likely to 
take the sexist remark as an in¬ 
sult to their gender, and feel 
greater anger and motivation to 


take direct action toward men 
in general. 

"Women are obviously im¬ 
plicated because they suffer di¬ 
rect negative consequences as 
targets of prejudice and, as the 
current work demonstrates, in¬ 
direct consequences as by¬ 
standers," the researchers said. 

"But sexism also harms 
men as well. Whenever a sin¬ 
gle man's prejudiced actions 
are attributed to his gender 
identity, male perpetrators im¬ 
pact how women view and 
react to men generally." 
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Uruguay is wine world's 


rising star 



Grapes are harvested at the Antigua Stagnari winery in 
Canelones, Uruguay. 


MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay - 
Argentina has its Malbec. 
Chile has its Carmenere. Now 
Uruguay, not to be out-mus¬ 
cled by its more famous wine- 
producing neighbors, is taking 
the world of viticulture by 
storm, with its distinctive Tan- 
nat wines. 

Uruguay, the fourth most 
important wine-producing 
country in South America, 
grows a variety of grapes, but 
none more celebrated than 
Tannat, which is fueling this 
tiny country's rise to promi¬ 
nence in the wine world. 

Over the years Tannat has 
come to be seen as the quintes¬ 
sential Uruguayan grape and 
wine, representing about 40 per¬ 
cent of the country's entire wine 
production. Now bold and full- 
bodied Tannat wines are putting 
upstart Uruguay on the map, 
and winning prizes against 
competition fronted by more es¬ 
tablished regional rivals. 

"Tannat is opening doors for 
us," winegrower Virginia Stag¬ 
nari proudly stated. Her Italian 
immigrant family founded the 
Antigua Bodega Stagnari, 
some 20 kilometers north of 
Montevideo, one of this coun¬ 
tries leading vineyards. 

Although Uruguay's wines 
are just beginning to gain a 
global foothold, it has a long 
history of viticulture, dating 
back some 250 years when 
French and Spanish immi¬ 
grants brought the vine to the 
New World. 

The hardy Tannat grape, 
originally from southeastern 
France, was introduced to Uru¬ 
guay in 1870 by the Basque 
Frenchman Pascual Harriague, 


an immigrant who was looking 
for a varietal that would thrive 
in Uruguay's soil and climate. 

Since the 1990s, Uruguay 
has been exporting high-quality 
wine throughout Latin Amer¬ 
ica, the United States and even 
in the countries of the Gulf. 

This tiny country of some 
3.4 million inhabitants, 
dwarfed by its larger neighbors 
Brazil and Argentina, now en¬ 
joys a growing reputation as a 
producer of superlative wines 
for a reasonable price. 

Some 8,200 hectares of 
vineyards have been cultivated 
by some 1,800 wine producers. 

Small scale viticulture al¬ 
lows for quality control and 
ensures the "traceability" of 
each bottle — something that 
Uruguay's industry overseers 
INAVI, the national institute of 
wine culture, insists upon. 

According to INAVI Uru¬ 
guay exported 1.2 million liters 
of wine in 2004, with a value of 
some 3.3 million dollars. In 
2008, it sold 13.4 million liters 
valued at 10.6 million dollars. 
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Canucks sign 
F Kesler to 6- 


Woods won’t have new sponsor 
logo on bag 


PALM HARBOR, Florida — 
Tiger Woods won’t replace 
AT&T with a new corporate 
sponsor on his golf bag when 
he returns at the Masters, in¬ 
stead using his Nike brand. 

AT&T dropped him as a 
sponsor on Dec. 31 in the 
midst of the infidelity scandal. 

It will be the first time 
since he turned pro that 
Woods has used an existing 
sponsor’s logo on the bag. 
The golf bag and hat are the 
two areas in golf where com¬ 
panies get the most television 
exposure. 

“We are not actively pur¬ 
suing new business partner¬ 
ships at this point in time,” 
Mark Steinberg, Woods’ 
agent at IMG, said Friday in 
a text message. 

Steinberg said Woods will 
be using the “TW” brand at 
Nike, his longest corporate 
sponsor. 

It will be the fourth logo 
on Woods’ bag in his profes¬ 


sional career. He started with 
Titleist from 1996 before 
signing an endorsement deal 
with Buick that lasted 
through the 2008, ending 
early when GM filed for 
bankruptcy. 

Woods then signed on 
with AT&T, which also spon¬ 
sors a PGA Tour event over 
the Fourth of July weekend 
that supports Woods’ founda¬ 
tion. AT&T was the second 
sponsor (behind Accenture) 
to drop Woods over revela¬ 
tions he had been cheating on 
his wife. 

AT&T is still title sponsor 
of Woods’ tournament, al¬ 
though Woods will not be the 
tournament host this year. 

Most of Nike’s golfers 
have a clean look, with only 
the swoosh visible from 
head-to-toe. Woods was 
among the exceptions. An¬ 
thony Kim recently signed a 
deal to have Royal Bank of 
Canada on his bag. 


year contract 
extension 

VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia — Canucks center 
Ryan Kesler(notes) signed a 
six-year, $30 million contract 
extension on Friday that will 
keep him in Vancouver 
through the 2015-16 season. 

In his sixth season with 
the Canucks, the 25-year-old 
Kesler has already set a new 
career high with 66 points in 
71 games, exceeding the 59 
points he recorded last sea¬ 
son, when he was a Selke 
Trophy finalist as the NHL’s 
top defensive forward. 

“Ryan Kesler has excelled 
as a two-way player and in 
his role as an alternate cap¬ 
tain, general manager Mike 
Gillis said. “Ryan has show¬ 
cased his ability to perform 
under extreme pressure and 
we are looking forward to 
continuing to see Ryan de¬ 
velop into one of the 
League’s premier players. 

Kesler, who was drafted 
23rd overall by the Canucks 
in 2003, has 17 points in his 
last 15 games, including a 13- 
game point streak that was 
the fifth longest in the NHL 
this season. He also scored 
two goals and was a key 
player in the United States’ 
run to a silver medal at the 
2010 Olympics in Vancouver. 

The 6-foot-2, 202-pound 
center from Livonia, Michi¬ 
gan, has 86 goals, 206 points 
and 341 penalty minutes in 
391 NHL games with the 
Canucks. 

FIFA reports 
$196M profit, 

$1B reserve fund 

ZURICH —FIFA says it 
made a profit of $196 mil¬ 
lion in 2009 and increased 
its reserves to more than $1 
billion as soccer’s commer¬ 
cial appeal defied the global 
economic crisis. 

In its annual financial re¬ 
port published Friday, soc¬ 
cer’s world governing body 
said it made its surplus on 
revenue of $1,059 billion. 
It’s an increase of $12 mil¬ 
lion in profit from 2008. 

FIFA president Sepp Blat¬ 
ter said he was a “happy 
president” that revenue had 
topped a billion for the first 
time. 

“We are comfortable. I 
wouldn’t say we are rich,” 
Blatter said after a two-day 
meeting of FIFA’s ruling ex¬ 
ecutive. “A good result has 
been achieved.” 


NHL Standings NBA Standings 


EASTERN CONF. 


EASTERN CONF. 


Atlantic 

W 

L 

Pts 

Pittsburgh 

42 

22 

89 

New Jersey 

42 

29 

88 

Philadelphia 

37 

29 

79 

NY Rangers 

31 

27 

71 

NY Islanders 

29 

34 

67 

Northeast 




Buffalo 

37 

22 

84 

Ottawa 

37 

29 

79 

Montreal 

36 

29 

78 

Boston 

31 

27 

74 

Toronto 

25 

34 

62 

Southeast 




y-Washington 

47 

14 

104 

Atlanta 

30 

29 

71 

Tampa Bay 

28 

30 

68 

Florida 

28 

30 

67 

Carolina 

29 

33 

66 

WESTERN CONF. 

Central 

W 

L 

Pts 

Chicago 

45 

19 

96 

Nashvi le 

40 

26 

85 

Detroit 

34 

23 

80 

St. Louis 

33 

28 

75 

Columbus 

28 

31 

67 

Northwest 




Vancouver 

44 

24 

91 

Colorado 

40 

24 

86 

Calgary 

35 

26 

79 

Minnesota 

34 

30 

74 

Edmonton 

21 

42 

49 

Pacific 




San Jose 

43 

17 

96 

Phoenix 

44 

22 

93 

Los Angeles 

40 

24 

85 

Dallas 

30 

27 

73 

Anaheim 

32 

29 

72 


Atlantic 

W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Boston 

43 

24 

132 

— 

Toronto 

33 

33 

300 

9.5 

N.York 

24 

44 

353 

19.5 

Phil 

24 

44 

.353 

19.5 

N.Jersey 

7 

61 

303 

36.5 

Central 





y-Cleveland 

54 

15 

733 

— 

Milwaukee 

36 

30 

.545 

16.5 

Chicago 

31 

36 

.463 

22.0 

Detroit 

23 

45 

333 

30.5 

Indiana 

22 

46 

324 

31.5 

Southeast 





x- Orlando 

49 

21 

700 

— 

Atlanta 

43 

24 

342 

4.5 

Charlotte 

35 

32 

.522 

12.5 

Miami 

35 

32 

307 

13.5 

Wash. 

21 

45 

343 

"233" 


WESTERN CONF. 


Southwest 

jW 


Pet 

GB 

Dallas 

46 

22 

.676 

— 

San Ant. 

40 

26 

303 

5.0 

Houston 

35 

31 

330" 

T03 

Memphis 

36 

33 

322" 

T03 

N.Orleans 

33 

37 

37T 

T43 

Northwest 





Denver 

47 

22 

.681 

— 

Utah 

44 

24 

347 

2.5 

Okl. City 

41 

25 

32T 

4.5 

Portland 

41 

28 

.594 

6.0 

Minn. 

14 

55 

303 

333 

Pacific 





LA Lakers 

50 

18 

.735 

— 

Phoenix 

42 

26 

343 

8.0 

LA Clippers 

26 

43 

.377 

243 

Sacra. 

23 

45 

333 

273 

Golden St. 

19 

48 

T25T 

303 


x-Clinched Playoff Spot; y-Division Champ 


At* > 


LOOK 
E0RTHIS 

Tfor 




The Best Local 
Rood on the Island 

For Reservations 

Tel: 736-3262 


‘matinee: saturday-sunday | “late show: friday & Saturday 

HIM llllll Mil I mill II 

PG-13 REMEMBER ME NEW 



daily: 

4:45 

7:15 

9:45 



matinee: 

2:00 

late show: 

12:15 


PG-13 

THE BOUNTY HUNTER 




in 


daily: 

5:45 

8:15 




matinee: 12:30 

3:15 

late show: 

11:00 


lE3 

EDGE OF DARKNESS 

daily: 

4:30 

7:00 

9:30 



matinee: 1:45 


late show: 

12:00 


IBE 

BROOKLYN'S FINEST 

daily: 

6:00 

8:45 




matinee: 12:00 

3:00 

late show: 

11:30 



VALENTINE'S DAY 

daily: 

6:30 

9:00 




matinee: 12:45 

3:45 

late show: 

11:45 


LPGJ 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND 

daily: 6:00 

8:30 




matinee: 1:00 

3:30 

late show: 

11:00 


I AT PASEO HERENCIA 

ZE 

GREEN ZONE 




in 


daily: 

6:00 

8:30 




matinee: 1:00 

3:30 

late show: 

11:15 


PG-13 

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID 

daily: 

4:30 

6:45 


in 


matinee: 12:00 

2:15 

late show: 



ZE 

CASE 39 

daily: 

5:30 

8:15 




matinee: 12:15 

3:00 

late show: 

11:00 


pm 

OUR FAMILY WEDDING 

daily: 

5:45 

8:00 

10:00 



matinee: 1:00 

3:15 

late show: 

12:15 



□E FROM PARIS WITH LOVE 

daily: 

matinee: 

PG-U AVATAR 

daily: 4:30 

matinee: 1:15 

OSZ SHUTTTER ISLAND 

daily: 5:45 

matinee: 2:45 


9:00 

late show: 11:30 


7:45 

late show: 11:00 


8:45 

late show: 11:45 


V 

aid 


green zone (Drama/Thriller) : During the U.S.-led occupa¬ 
tion of Baghdad in 2003, Chief Warrant Officer Roy Miller 
and his team of Army inspectors were dispatched to find 
weapons of mass destruction believed to be stockpiled in the 
Iraqi desert. Rocketing from one bobby-trapped and treach¬ 
erous site to the next, the men search for deadly chemical 
agents but stumble instead upon an elaborate cover-up. 
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Le Petit CaJe 

Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar ' 

Located at: Playa Linda Beach Resort Tel. 586-4046 


American 

$6.95 




Monday thru Saturday 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached), with bacon 
link sausage, potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 

All you care to eat $ 9.95 

NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS OR COUPONS 


'Ve oniy $21.50 


Romancing the Stone at Le Petit Cafe 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar 

Every Day From 5-7 p.m. 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT STONE 
Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


Small Salad 
or 

Soup of the Day 


ICE CREAM 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


St. John’s fires men’s basketball 
coach 


Gunners to face Barca, United get 
Bayern in Champions League 



NYON, Switzerland - Arse¬ 
nal will face Barcelona in the 
Champions League quarter¬ 
finals in a repeat of the 2006 
final won by the Spanish gi¬ 
ants. 

Manchester United, 
beaten by Barcelona in last 
year's final, face Bayern Mu¬ 
nich, Inter Milan are up 
against CSKA Moscow and 
Lyon were pitted against fel¬ 
low French side Bordeaux in 
the draw made here Friday. 

The first legs are sched¬ 
uled for March 30/31 with 
the second legs on April 6/7. 

The semi-final draw was 
also held, with the winner of 
the United and Bayern tie 
meeting Lyon or Bordeaux, 
and Inter or CSKA playing 
Arsenal or Barca. 

For Arsenal the draw of¬ 
fers up a chance to gain re¬ 
venge on missing out to 
Barcelona 2-1 at the Stade de 
France in Paris four years 
ago. 

It will also mean a return 
to the Emirates Stadium for 
Arsenal old boy Thierry 
Henry. 

The Gunners motored into 
the last eight this time around 
with a 5-0 thrashing of 2004 
winners Porto on Tuesday for 
a 6-2 aggregate victory. 

Manager Arsene Wenger 
said: "I believe we will not be 
favourites but for me it will 
be a 50-50 game. That's how 
we have to take it. 


Club secretary David 
Miles added: "This draw 
gives us what it gives us - we 
can only play and hopefully 
beat what's in front of us. 

"Actually we owe 
Barcelona one - if that's the 
word. We'll be up for it - and 
we are looking to get a couple 
of decent results." 

For three-time winners 
Manchester United Friday's 
draw meant they cross 
swords again with Bayern, 
the team they beat with two 
injury-time goals at the Camp 
Nou for the 1999 title. 

But two years later Bayern 
beat United in the quarter-fi¬ 
nals to go on to lift the trophy 
themselves. 

Sir Alex Ferguson feels 
United have a "good chance" 
even though his side's overall 
record against the Germans 
makes for sobering reading - 
United's 1999 final win their 
only triumph in seven meet¬ 
ings. 

"The history of playing 
Bayern in past European ties 
tells you it’s going to be a 
very difficult tie for us," Fer¬ 
guson told the club's website. 

"ItTl be a fantastic atmos¬ 
phere in both games. They 
have a great stadium and a 
good pitch and we?re up 
against a good, experienced 
team." 

His Bayern counterpart, 
Louis van Gaal ranked 
United alongside Barcelona 


as the competition's 
favourites. 

"It's a difficult draw. Man¬ 
chester United are enjoying a 
very good phase at the mo¬ 
ment and ut will be hard to 
beat them. 

"English teams like to play 
and that will help us because 
normally our rivals like to 
only defend agaisnt us. 

"For the fans it'll be a su¬ 
perb match." 

Bayern captain Mark van 
Bommel added: "Manchester 
United are one of the great 
clubs of Europe, excatly like 
Bayern. The only negative 
point for us is that we have to 
play the second leg at Old 
Trafford." 

This season's final is being 
staged at Real Madrid's San¬ 
tiago Bernabeu stadium on 
May 22, the first time the 
final is being held on a Satur¬ 
day. 

Real's dream of lifting a 
tenth trophy on home turf 
were dashed by Lyon this 
week, with the former French 
champions' reward a date 
with Laurent Blanc's Bor¬ 
deaux. 

Lyon president Jean- 
Michel Aulas commented: 
"It's very special. At least it 
means there will be a French 
club in the semi-finals. It will 
also be a clash between the 
reigning (French) champions 
and the champions of the sea¬ 
son before." 

Jose Mourinho's Inter 
Milan, who ended Chelsea's 
European hopes, face a trip to 
first time quarter-finalists 
CSKA Moscow before the re¬ 
turn leg at the San Siro. 

Champions League 
quarter-finals 

Lyon (FRA) v Bordeaux 
(FRA) 

Bayern Munich (GER) v 
Manchester United (ENG) 

Arsenal (ENG) v 
Barcelona (ESP) 

Inter Milan (ITA) v CSKA 
Moscow (RUS) 


NEW YORK - St. John's 
Coach Norm Roberts was 
fired Friday after leading the 
Red Storm's men's basketball 
team for six years. 

St. John's Director of Ath¬ 
letics Chris Monasch issued a 
statement announcing the 
change, saying the New York 
university expected "a high 
level of success on the court 
consistent with our tradition. 

The Red Storm was 17-16 
overall this season and 6-12 - 
- 13th in the 16-team Big 
East Conference. The season 
ended with a 73-71 loss at 
Memphis in the first round of 
the NIT. It was the only sea¬ 
son under Roberts that St. 
John's finished better than 


.500. 

From the 2004-05 season 
until this year, St. John's was 
a combined 81-101 overall 
and 32-70 in the Big East. 

Roberts became the Red 
Storm's coach while the team 
was under investigation for 
alleged illegal payments to a 
player. As a result the NCAA 
accepted school-imposed 
sanctions on scholarships and 
post-season appearances. 

"Coach Roberts took over 
a very challenging situation 
and has advanced our pro¬ 
gram in many respects," 
Monasch said." We appreci¬ 
ate the class and integrity he 
exhibited in his six years at 
St. John's." 



INDIAN WELLS, CA - Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates fol¬ 
lowing his victory over Tomas Berdych of the Czech Re¬ 
public during the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells 
Tennis Garden in Indian Wells, California. 
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Manny appears to be heating up 



€a>sa> Mafias 

Jet all yeut qelfi equipment 

NEW ARRIVALS 


Great assortment of ladies 
Shoes and Shirts 



Callaway • Taylor Made • Wilson 
Ping • Adidas 


Vondellaan z/n - Tel. 582- 1166 


No problems with Jeter's 
throwing hand 



PHOENIX — Manny Rami¬ 
rez's power returned, at least 
for his first-inning, two-run 
home run off Ryan Dempster 
in the Dodgers' 7-3 spring 
win over the Cubs this week. 

"Keep 'em coming," said 
Jeff Weaver, and indeed that's 
the sentiment of the entire 
Dodgers Nation. 

Ramirez had a power out¬ 
age last year, when he hit 
only 19 homers in his suspen¬ 
sion-shortened season. More 
indicative of his struggles 
was the .531 slugging per¬ 
centage, 60 points below his 
career average. 

"He did what he's sup¬ 
posed to do with a middle-in 
fastball," said Dempster. "It 
was fun — good for him. It 
doesn't change my approach. 
He's a real good hitter. He's 
hit a few before, and I'm sure 
he'll hit a few after. And I've 
given up my share, too." 

Ramirez stopped speaking 
to the media two weeks ago, 
so it is up to others to analyze 
where he is compared to last 
year, when he dealt with a 
shortened Spring Training, 
the 50-game drug suspension 
and a bruised wrist that was 
hit by a pitch. 

"He got three hits in his 
last game in Taiwan. Timing- 
wise, he's fine," said manager 
Joe Torre. "He's hitting line 
drives. He's much more bal¬ 
anced than he was last year. 
I'm not really concerned 
about his ability to hit. He's 
been working on stuff and he 
feels good." 

Teammates who saw the 
difference Ramirez made in 
2008 know what he can mean 
to the lineup. 

"Just his presence puts 
fear in the other team and 
definitely gives us an advan¬ 
tage," said Russell Martin. 
"He doesn't have to do what 
he did in ’08. Just his norm — 
100 RBIs, .300-plus average, 
on-base percentage through 
the roof — how can that hurt 
you?” 

Shortstop Rafael Furcal, 
Ramirez's lockermate in the 
clubhouse, walked and stole 


a base, looking more com¬ 
fortable and aggressive than 
he has in nearly two years. 
What would it mean to have 
Furcal running and Ramirez 
slugging? 

"I think we'd be a different 
team," said Furcal. "It's not 
easy to be out for a while and 
come back, no matter how 
hard you work. Practice is not 
like live pitching. You come 
back and every pitch looks 
like 100 miles an hour. 

Ramirez, in his defensive 
debut this spring, also made a 
leaping catch on the warning 
track with the first ball hit his 
way by Tyler Colvin. 

"He'll get a Gold Glove 
this year,” said starting 
pitcher Chad Billingsley, who 
allowed one run in 4 2/3 in¬ 
nings with four strikeouts and 
a walk. 

"He can catch the ball if he 


JUPITER, Floria — Expand¬ 
ing their market internation¬ 
ally has long been an 
objective for the Marlins. 

This June, it becomes a re¬ 
ality. 

Major Eeague Baseball 
announced recently the 
Florida Marlins and New 
York Mets are switching their 
three-game set on June 28-30 
from Miami to San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

The games were originally 
slated to be played at Sun 
Fife Stadium. Now, Florida 
will be the home team in San 
Juan. 

"Being the Gateway to the 
Americas, we want to try to 
capture that market," said 
Claude Delorme, the Marlins' 
executive vice president of 
ballpark development. "There 
are a lot of people who were 
born in Puerto Rico and they 
live in Miami. 

"The more they can adopt 
the Marlins, it just allows us 
to grow our fan base, and the 
business, over time." 

Switching this series has 
been public for several 


gets near it," said Torre. 
"He'll play the outfield 
again tomorrow night 
[against the Padres.]” 
Ramirez wasn't the only 
Dodgers outfielder to go 
deep. Reed Johnson, signed 
to be the Dodgers' fourth 
outfielder after two years in 
Chicago, iced the game 
with a three-run homer off 
his former team. 

"One of their guys said 
it was a pop-up. It looked 
like three RBIs to me," 
joked Johnson. "It was 
good to see those guys. In 
that city, playing with that 
team, we've gone through a 
lot together. It was good to 
see them." 

Johnson said he accepts 
his role as a part-time player, 
even if he has a full-time ap¬ 
proach. 

Torre said he was very 
pleased with Billingsley, who 
was lifted after making 75 
pitches. Billingsley said he is 
making progress ironing out 
the mechanical flaw he feels 
lead to his second-half slide 
last year. 

Charlie Haeger followed 
Billingsley and allowed a run 
in two innings, but Torre re¬ 
peated earlier comments 
about the difficulty of judg¬ 
ing a knuckleball pitcher 
throwing in the dry Arizona 
air. Weaver pitched a score¬ 
less inning and Jon Fink got 
the one batter he was asked to 
retire on a comebacker. 


months. Florida began selling 
individual-game tickets at its 
annual FanFest on Feb. 13, 
but the club did not make 
these days in June available, 
anticipating the change to 
Puerto Rico. 

Schedule Ballpark Tickets 
The games will be played at 
Hiram Bithorn Stadium, a 
19,000-seat artificial-turf fa¬ 
cility that has attracted big 
league games in the past. 

From a league standpoint, 
the Marlins-Mets series will 
be the first MFB regular-sea¬ 
son games played internation¬ 
ally since the Boston Red Sox 
and Oakland A's opened their 
2008 campaigns in Japan. 

It won’t be the first time 
the Marlins and Mets play 
regular-season games in San 
Juan, either. When the Mon¬ 
treal Expos played home 
games in Hiram Bithorn Sta¬ 
dium in 2003-04, both teams 
made one trip to Puerto Rico 
in each season. 

Hiram Bithorn also was a 
host park for World Baseball 
Classic games in 2006 and 
2009. 


TAMPA, Florida — If Derek 
Jeter's throwing hand was 
bothering him at all while 
playing the field on Thursday, 
it came as news to manager 
Joe Girardi. 

Girardi learned that there 
might have been an issue 
with his shortstop only after 
he was asked about it on the 
YES Network, after the tele¬ 
cast caught Jeter wincing and 
flexing his right hand while 
manning his position at short¬ 
stop during Thursday night's 
game against the Rays. 

"He's fine," Girardi said. "I 
asked him and he said, 'My 
hand's fine.' I didn't know 
about it until they said it [on 
television] in the fifth inning." 

Jeter almost never drops 
hints about possible injuries, 


but he seemed genuinely puz¬ 
zled when asked about his 
hand on Friday morning. 

"There's nothing," Jeter 
said. "It feels good." 

The play on which Jeter's 
hand may have been im¬ 
pacted occurred in the fourth 
inning, when he dove for a 
Pat Burrell single. There was 
no immediate indication of 
any pain. As Girardi pointed 
out, Jeter looked good 
enough in his next at-bat, 
when he singled off the Rays' 
Heath Rollins. 

Jeter was in the lineup for 
the Yankees' 1:05 p.m. ET 
game on Friday against the 
Tigers at George M. Stein- 
brenner Field, batting leadoff 
against Detroit starter Rick 
Porcello. 


Marlins, Mets to play series 
in Puerto Rico 



















